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Fellows Julie Fairman, Susan Hassmiller, and Linda Aiken 
Published in December New England Journal of Medicine 

 
Washington, DC (December 22, 2010) – American Academy of Nursing (AAN) Fellows contributed two pieces in 
the December 15 issue of the New England Journal of Medicine, providing an exclamation point to an historical 
year for the profession. Both articles addressed October’s Institute of Medicine (IOM) Report, “The Future of 
Nursing: Leading Change, Advancing Health.” 
 
Julie Fairman, PhD, RN, FAAN, and Susan Hassmiller, PhD, RN, FAAN, co-authored a perspective article – 
“Broadening the Scope of Nursing Practice” – asserting the case for standardized and expanded practice 
regulations for nurse practitioners across states to slow the growth of health care costs and improve value. In the 
same issue, Linda Aiken, PhD, RN, FAAN, penned a perspective article –“Nurses for the Future” – which took on 
the patterns of nursing education and preparation, and its future impact on workforce shortages and patient-
focused goals. 
 
“Public funding for nursing education should be targeted to make it possible for students entering any basic RN 
education program to graduate with a BSN,” said Aiken. “Unless basic nursing education is at the BSN level, it will 
be mathematically impossible to have enough nurses with graduate degrees to solve the shortage of faculty and 
advanced practice nurses.” 
 
To view the article visit http://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp1011639. 
 
Co-authored by University of Miami President Donna Shalala, PhD; and Columbia University Professor John 
Rowe, MD, Hassmiller's and Fairman’s article was a testament to the growing potential of nursing and a credit to 
the IOM Nurse Scholar-in-Residence program, which Fairman completed in 2009. The scholarship program is 
sponsored by AAN, the American Nurses Association, and the American Nurses Foundation. It is a year-long 
opportunity designed to facilitate the engagement of nurse leaders in prominent roles in health policy 
development. 
 
“The Fellowship program really provided the opportunity for me to collaborate with this expert group of scholars 
and health care policy leaders to develop this paper,” said Fairman. “As co-authors, we modeled what we 
suggested in the paper—the need for team work and collaboration.” 
 
The article cites major studies and organizations, including AARP, that support expanded scope of practices laws 
for nurse practitioners and argues for the full utilization of government investments, which support the education 
and training of nurse practitioners. 
 
The nation’s health care system is encountering an increasing number of patients, an aging population and a 
shortage of primary care providers. According to the article, breaking down state-level restrictions and reforming 
payment structures will ultimately ease professional tensions, reduce costs and promote accessibility and 
affordability for patients as the Affordable Care Act is implemented. 
To view the article visit www.aannet.org/files/public/NEJM_Fellows.pdf. 
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IOM nurse scholars since 2002: 
• 2010 – Pam Cipriano, PhD, RN, FAAN 
• 2009 - Julie A. Fairman, PhD, RN, FAAN 
• 2008 - Mary E. Evans, RN, PhD, FAAN 
• 2007 - Carolyn Williams, PhD, RN, FAAN 
• 2006 - Ada Sue Hinshaw, PhD, RN, FAAN 
• 2005 - Jacquelyn C. Campbell, PhD, RN, FAAN 
• 2004 - Veronica D. Feeg, PhD, RN, FAAN 
• 2003 - Angela Barron McBride, PhD, RN, FAAN 
• 2002 - Bonnie M. Jennings, DNSc, RN, FAAN 
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The American Academy of Nursing (www.aannet.org) anticipates and tracks national and international trends in 
health care, while addressing resulting issues of health care knowledge and policy. The Academy’s mission is to 

serve the public and nursing profession by advancing health policy and practice through the generation, synthesis, 
and dissemination of nursing knowledge. 


